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To THe Epitor & You

Is America Asleep?

Guest Editorial By Rev. Larry Bailey , Minister First United Methodist Church of Eagle Lake

In the book While America Slept
- Mh in
Earope md Adi duing the 1930
while ominous clouds of war built up.

When hostilities brought the Al-
lied countries 1o neas Amer-
ica was For a decade
America had acted as if we could be
unaffected by the tragedies in far away

Is America again? For over
a decade, in my opinion, we have been
affected by events in other nations.
Some economists have even staled
that we have been at war,

There are no bullets flying, there
are nO cannons booming through the
night, there are no bombs falling. But
there are American people losing jobs,
farms and life savings.

+ Do e nat realize that there is a
economic conflict

again
Last Saturday, the point was made
afresh. President Clinton was in Se-
oul, South Korea. While he and the
South Korean govenment officials

Full spectrum optometric and ophthalmological services
including contacts, prescriptions for glasses, office and outpatient
surgery, laser, glaucoma, cataract and radial-keratotomy surgery.

conducted their affairs, there was a
demonstration outside. One group of
demonstrators were farmers.

It seems there is alaw in that coun-
try that American rice cannot be im-
ported and the farmers were vocal to
the point of rioting to let their govern-
ment know they want the law to re-
main.

I understand that similar restric-
tions keep American rice out of Japan.
Certain nations severely restrict
massive quantities of their products
into our country. We are paying dearly
for this economic imbalance.

How can such an imbalance exist?
Why does it continue 0 grow, even
after years of headlines and publicity?

The answer is money and influ-
ence. Certain governments and corpo-
rations in those countries employ lob-
byists to influence our Congress and

According to the book Agents of
Influence by Pat Choate, at least 3,500

former senators, congressmen, gov-
emment officials and law are

registered consultants of foreign inter-

ests. They
elected ves. Many influ-
ence them 1o continue to allow these
unfair trade practices.

The imbalance continues. Our
government has not and probably will
not bring equity or redress,

Rice farmers have fewer markets.
American workers lose jobs. We owe
billions more each year to these other
countries. There is an economic war
going on and most Americans are
sleeping.

There is much to be done and there
is not room in this column to say it all.

There is a way to begin, right here
in Eagle Lake. For one, begin to read
labels on products we purchase. Buy
American and when that is not pos-
sible, buy at least from an American-
owned company.

Can one person help? Yes! [f each
one wereto switch just $30a year from
imported apparel and home fashion
purchases to U.S. made items, more
than 100;000 jobs could be saved. The
average American spends $849 a year
on these items,

For instance, many brands of
shoes are made in South Korea.
Would you buy American? Try 5.AS.
brand. One of their factories is in San
Antonio. Or Mason Shoe Company, a
mail order out of 1251 First Ave.,
Chippewa Falls, W1. 54774,

Wake up Americans! We've gotto
alter our buying habits if we want
economic survival. Talk with one
another about jobs and survival. It's
time to awaken.
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WFitehead IS new state treasurer

Martha Whitehead, former mayor

with aid-

attorney, is on trial
of Longview, was swom in last week Stalﬂ Oa abetting
nmihi&mm.sum- HI h“ph“to' s e
mﬂﬂi‘kﬁﬁ.m o g g s m;ﬁmam
Whitchead, 58, said she would By Lyndell WIllams e search for a commissioner of
consider transferring some treasury exas Press Association - insurance. “This is one of the top in-

functions to other agencies if she is
satisfied they could perform the tasks
better.

But the East Texas Democrat said
she would call for shifting some in-
vestment management duties of other
agencies to her office.

“We're going to make the case that
WeCan manage investment better than
other agencies and we are going to be
very agpressive about that,” said
Whitehead.

Gov, Ann Richards conducted the
swearing-in ceremony in the House

Deputy Treasurer Named

After Whitchead was swom in,
state Board of Insurance member Paul
Williams resigned his post to become
deputy treasurer. :

Williams, a longtime aide 1o Gov.,
Richards, was appointed 10 a six year
term on the Insurance Board less than
five months ago.

He has held the job of deputy treas-
urer before, when Richards was state
treasurer. When Richards was elected
governor, Williams served her as
executive assistant then chief of staff
before she appointed him to the [nsur-
ance Board,

Under legislation passed this past
session, the three member Insurance
Board will be dissolved Sept. 1, 1994,
The state insurance dept. will then by
run by a commissioner.

Williams, a native of Temple, is a
graduate of Baylor University. he is a
certified public accountant,

Whitehead said she has begun
raising money for the 1994 election
campaign. “l view a job well done as

school districts attempting to halt a
new school finance law filed an

last week with the Texas Supreme
Court.

The appeal asks the high court 1o
overrule a trial judge who denied the
school districts a June hearing on the
new law which is set o ke effect
Sept. 1. :

The law gives property rich school
districts several options for sharing
their wealth with the property poor
ones.
Meanwhile, aU_S. Dept. of Justice
precieared the new school finance
law, according o Secretary of Stute
John Hannah. The new law was sub-
mitied to the department because of
provisions that could affect voting,

Stephen Rosenbaum, chief of the
agency's voting section, said in a letter
that Attomey General Janet Reno is
not objecting to the changes made in
the law. But he noted that failure to
object does not bar future court chal-
lenges.

Bribery Trial begins

The racketeering and bribery trial
of former U.S. Rep. Albert Busta-
manite got under way last week in San
Antonio.

“You're about 10 leam the story
about a former congressman who was
on the take,” prosecutor Jackie Ben-
nett told jurors. Bennett began the
attack by calling a retired Air Force
general who testified that Bustamante
threatened him while trying to land a
government food service contract for
friends.

Bustamante, 59, a Democrat, lost

surance regulatory jobs in the nation
and we intend 10 recruit the best and
brightest to fill it," Gov. Richards said.

Under a recently passed law, the
State board of Insurance will be abol-
ished and the commissioner will be-
come Texas' top insurance regulator.
The legislature has authorized a com-
missioners salwry of as much as
$150,000.

Waste Dump Suit

Alert Citizens for Environmental
Safety has filed a second lawsuit o
block the state’s plans to build a low-
level radioactive waste dump in West
Texas.

ACES spokesman Roy Griffin
said the district court suit is meant o
complement a federal lawsuit filed
last month,

Griffin said the organization
wants 10 ensure “that the governor and
the Legislature are held responsible
for the actions they've taken.”

The Legislature voted in 1991 to
put the dump in Hudspeth County. But
residents say the action is illegal be-
cause there was no chance for them o
voice their opposition.

Other Highlights

sTexas children will receive fres
immunizations this month as partof a
campaign launched last week by Gov.
Richards and state Health Commis-
sioner David Smith. The Legislature
authorized an additional $17 mallion
for immunizations.

*Although prison officials vowed
in 1989 o limat furloughs to violent
inmaies, the practice is continuing,

Thursday, July 15, 1993

July is Immunization Awareness Month

July has been designated Immuni-  inoculated this summer, all immuni-  August, The next clinic is Aug, 3.

zation Awareness Month in Texas and

Colorado County. County Judge H.O.
Swnt:i;rndlpmhulﬁ:n?ﬁ stat-

ing.

In the past five years, accordin g o
state statistics, Texas has led the na-
tion in morbidity and morality for
many diseases preventable by vac-
;:]ne.'l‘nnlhumhhulmlﬂ

states in percentage of children
who have been fully immunized,
Immunization levels in some parts of
the state are even below that of third
world nations,

Some estimate that three out of
every 10 two-year olds are not appro-
priately immunized for their age. In
some inner cites and colonias less
than 50% of two year olds are fully
immunized.

This low vaccine rate in Texas is
being addressed through concered
efforts of Texas Dept. of Health, other
health care leaders, public officials

and private citizens. The goal is 10 §

have 100% immunization of all chil-
dren under 18 in the state of Texas as
soon as possible in the mostcost effec-
tive manner.

The Texas Dept. of Health con-
ducts a public immunization clinic the
first Tuesday of each month in Eagle
Lake at the old Laughlin Clinic, 200 S.
McCarty from 2 to4 p.m. The clinic is
open o everyone regardless of in-
come. In a special effort toget children

zations are free at the TDH health
clinic for the months of July and

For additional information about

immunizations call 409-732-3662.

Colorado County Judge H.O. “Butch™ Strunk recently signed a proclama-
tion declaring July as Immunization Awareness Month as public health
nurses, from left, Beverly Howe, Bernice Richter and Betty Willbern
looked on. Free immunizations will be offered in both July and Aug. by the
Texas Department of Health, located at 514 Washington St. in Columbus.
For information, call 409-732-3662.

Banner Press Photo by Rhanda Lattimore

The Atwater Prairie Chicken Refuge. ..

Here’s what it’s all about

By Terry A. Rossignol
Assistant Refuge Manager

Editor’ s Note: This is the firstin a
monthly series of articles by the staff
of the Attwater Prairie Chicken Na-
tional Wiidlife Refuge located north of
Eagle Lake on FM 301 3. ltisunder the
US. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
series will concentrate on information
abowt the Wildlife Service, refuge
activities and prairie chickens,

Have you ever stopped o think
about some things in life that don't
make sense? Why are hot dogs sold in
bundles of 10 but hot dog buns sold in
packages of eight? Why are most fed-
eral lands, such as national wildlife

Dept. of Agriculture. This office stud-
ied the food habits of birds as well as
their migratory patterns, especially
those that had an effect on agnculture,
In 1905 this office was renamed the
Bureau of Biological Survey, The
Survey managed the nation's first
wildlife refuges, controlled predators,
enforced wildlife laws and conserved
dwindling populations of herons,
egrets, waterfowl and other migratory
birds, It also studied the abundance,
distribution and habits of birds and
mammals.

Both the Bureaus of Fisheries and
of Biological Survey were transferred
to the Dept. of the Interior in 1939 and,

a package cause you to buy a second
package in order to have buns for all
the hot dogs. But then, what about the
other six buns?

. al, Lot Na., 16, Block No. 2
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Ballard to Ruby Wilks, et
the Keith
:suiﬁmndua:gnlmhmsuﬁ-

Gift Deed: James L. Keith Jr,
Magnolia Homes Tours, Inc.; all of Lot §
and 6, Block No. 44, Columbus; 5-24-93,

Gift Desd: Pauline Maldooado, e vir
o Hugo Llanos, et ux, Lois No. 4 and 5,
Block No. 3, End O"Main Addition 10 City
ol Engle Lake; 5-24-93,

Deed: Leaburn Tipp, et al 1o Fances
Kem, 1025192 acre tract, part of the J.
Garwood Survey, Abstract No. 222 et al;
52403,

Doed: Leaburn Tipp, t al to Winsion
Tipp, 104.140] acre tract, part of the 1.
Garwood Survey, Abstract No. 222, et al;
§-24-91,

Deed: Pablo Evora, el ux 1o Ben Rios,
et ux, 3.2283 acres in the James Earl Sur-
vey, Abstract No. 189; 5-25-93,

Deed: Jeffrey Christian Schroeder 1o
Roberto Avila, Lot 15, Block 88, Town of
Sheridan; 4-26-93,

Deed: Michael Rose Investments,
partnership composed of Rose Marie
Roquemare and Michsel Roquemore o
Reyes Castillo, Lot No, 4, Beaks Addition
1o City of Eagle Lake; 4-26-93,

Gift Deed: Albert F, Werland, et ux o
Clyde Albert Werland, et al, 201 928 acres
in the B.M. Daugherty Survey, Abstract
No, 177, et al; 5-27-93,

Deed: Garland William Moore, indi-
vidually and Herschell H. Moore, as inde-

i executor of the Estate of Nancy
riggs Moore, o Ralph Wayne Grinde, et

Deed: Ivory

“We are to hear that Jason
Lange, son of Willard and Connie
Lange of EagleLake, is in the hospital.

«Dr. Russell called the other day to
pass along some good news. There
will be a new physician joining the

Deed: Evelyn W. Thomas io Norma
Combs Bibbs, ct al, 0.4132 acre, part of
Lot No. 3, Block No, 48, Weimar: 6-01-93

OIL & GAS LEASES
Lease: Casper McCoy Einkml o
Esenjay Petmleum Corp., 160 acres out af
the 5.A. & M.G. R.R. Co. Survey No. 5,
Abstract No. 540; 6-1-93,

DISTRICT COURT
CASES FILED
Brent Mathis and Jeff Marquan vs.

“MOBILE HOMES

sBUSINESS INSURANCE

“COMPLETE BUSINESS &
HOME COVERAGE"

409-234-2619
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